; BIHFEHSS i
Mass A0S, rees, GRUASE or
wasty - ha&ally anymning that is or was
plant tiber - and il Bocounts for about three
percent of the anargy used in tha U.S.
;u:ay. Bih&massnl:tsurbn s onc;-ﬂw

sun through photosynithesis a5
il as suqars and fibers. For thousands of
years, biomass was (he main source of
my for humans, as pecpia burmned

to haat their homos and cook food.

@ GEOTHERMAL

Today, about four percent of the enargy
usad In the United States comes from
geothermal sourcas, mostly in the woslen
stalos. Geothormal energy comes from
ngat within the earth, ond is used IO maxo
elactricily and providae heating.

= COAL

Currently, the majority of the efactric powor
in the United States comes from coal -
oné ol our o'dest, most abundant and
cheapest fusl sourond. Coal suppies neary
25 parcant of the nation’s enargy neads,
mostly 10 produco plectricity, but 2o 1o
mike steel, iron and bricks.

~ ELECTRICITY

About 35 percent of our nation's anargy
is usad lo penarate alactricity, and this
ligurs is axpacted 10 rise in th future
bechuse It 15 &0 econdmical, effcient and
convenient way i move enargy. Electricity
I5 A secondary energy source bacause it
is produced Irom other forms of energy,
such as conl, natural gns, hydropowor,
fuel cells or photovoltaic (PV) calls

. HYI]H{]GEHUE _ S
AMw;?'weryﬂ i5 used today, the
federal govemmen has set a goal ' moeat
ten porcon! of our folal energy demand

from hydrogen by 2030, Hydrogen gas is
the simplest elament Known 10 man; an

alom of hydrogen has one proton and one
alectron, and when used as a fual its only
by-product is waler,
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WHAT IS

 od HiYDROPOWER

Hycopower is energy produced by maving
watnr, provicing the ULS, with about four
percent of the encrgy we use, Since tha
colonepd era, Americans heve used waler
whegls 10 grind grain and run sawmlis.
Toduy. about 2,400 dams are hamessng
tha powar of rivars in the U.S. by using
gravvity and turbines lo genaeralo electnoty,

7 NATURAL GAS

About 24 parcent of the endry consumad
in the United States is produced from
natural gas. a fossil iuel which monst
scioniisis beficve formed malions of yoars
ago fiom the remains of dead plants and
animals. Today, just about everyona in the
U.S. usas natural gas; most American
homes and many schools and hospitals
arg hoated by it

NUCLEAR ENERGY

Seven percent of al anergy consumed in
tha United States comes from nuckear
sources, It is all usod o provido Dlectricty.
Muclkedr engrgy is, infact, second only 1o
coal a8 a source of elactne power in the
U.S.. and one out of every five homes and
businesses in the country gals ks elactricity
from a nuclear power plant,

PETROLEUM
Oil Is the world's keading energy source,
praviding 40 percent of America’s anargy.
It is a fossd fuel because it was formed
from plants and animals, Our trucks and
cars all use oll and potroleum products,
and we usa them 1o hial buldings and
genaralo eleciricty, Polroleum products
ane also used 1o make plaslics, medcinas,
painls, soaps and more.

At PROPANE

Propane représonts ioes than 1.7 pércent
of U.S. enargy usa. It comas from natural
gas and patroéeum wells. Propane is usod
to fued appliances such as rangos, ovons,
space hoaters, furnaces and air
conditioners. Millions of backyard cooks
uBE propana in gas grills for barbaquing.

¢ SOLAR
In the Unitod Sialos loday, kess than one
ol enérgy consumplion is cad
aolar technology. Most of the solar
energy we usa for heat and light, however,
cannol be maasured. Today, many people
hirve Solar collgcions on heir roals 1o
caplure sunlight &nd turm it into hest for
hot water.

= WIND _
Less than one percent of Amenca’s energy
is produced from wind. The average wind
specd in the United Slates is 10 mp.h,
and generally an average wind speed ol
14 m.p.h. ks needed 1o converl wind encegy
inta ehectricty, Good sites for windmills
and turbines are the tops of smooth
roundad hills, opan pains, shoreines and
mountain passos that funnel wind.
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